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1. OVERVI EW

CMB stores the HCRIS cost report files in a rel ational database.

The forenpst characteristic of this database is the fact that data
elements will be distributed in flat files aligned with the database table
in which they reside in our database.

You will be able to access the entire set of HCRIS Cost Report data that

is submtted to HCRIS by a Fiscal Internediary on behalf of a provider. The
maj or benefit for all users is the ability to use Rel ati onal Database Technol ogy
to quickly exclude certain fields of data or performcross-sectional analysis.

The foll owi ng website contains the Provider Reinmbursenent Manuals (PRM,
electronic

cost reporting specifications, and the worksheet forms for provider cost
reports:

http://ww. crms. hhs. gov/ Manual s/ PBM it endetai | . asp?filter Type=noneé&filterByDl D=-
99&sort ByDl D=1&sort Or der =ascendi ng& t em D=CV5021935

2. | NTRODUCTI ON

The CM5 Form 1984-99 Hospice Cost Report data files contains cost
reports with fiscal years ending on or after April 30, 1999. The data files

contain the highest |evel of Medicare cost report status. |If HCRI'S has both an
as submitted report and a final settled report for a hospice for a particul ar
year, the data files will only contain the final settled report. If HCRI'S has

an as submtted, final settled, and reopened report for a hospice for a
particul ar

year, the data files will contain the reopened cost report. It is possible for
1

Hospice Provider to submt 2 or nore cost reports for a given year for the sane
cost

report status. This may happen if a Provider changes its FY, or if there is a
CHOW

(Change of Ownership) during the year. W have also found cost reports that
wer e sent

in error with an incorrect FYB or FYE. For the nost part, HCRIS tries to
elimnate

these incorrect subnissions by contacting the FI and deleting a cost report that
t he

FI identifies as incorrect.



If you have any questions about this product, please contact the HCRI S staff
via e-mail at HCRI S@ns. hhs. gov, and include the letters "HOSPC' in the subject
line.

3. NOTES:

The data included with this release includes all years (fromFY 1999 through the
date in file name).
If you are querying data for a specific year, you will need to set up query
paraneters to include
only the years that you want to analyze. For example, if you want data for
fiscal year
2000, you need to create a condition for the fiscal year begin date to be
bet ween 10/ 1/99 through 9/30/00.
Using the database files, you will need to determ ne the data that you want to
i ncl ude
in a query by reviewing the cost report fornms and the data specifications. For
exanpl e,
if you want to collect the nunber of patients receiving Hospice care for Title
18,
you will need to determ ne where the information is collected (Wrksheet S-1
Li ne 13,
Colum 1) and use these elenents as paranmeters and create the follow ng
condi tion:

Wor ksheet Code = ' S100000

Li ne Number = ' 01300

Col um = ' 0100

*Note: Use Table 2 of the ECR Specifications to determ ne Wrksheet Codes.

For cost reports ending on or after 12/31/2004 HCRI S collects the entire cost
report for Hospice (except Wrksheets A-6 and G 1).

Many |ines on the worksheet forns can be subscripted. For exanple, the

wor ksheet form may show

line 6, but it is possible that data relating to that line could be reported on
i nes 00600 thru

00699. Keep that in mind when extracting data for a particular |ine.

4. FILES AND CONTENTS

Count _xx/xx/xx.xls - File containing the counts of cost reports per year in
M crosoft Excel format.

Hospc_DM pdf - Adobe PDF version of the Relational Data Mddel for Hospice HCRI S

Hospc_RPT.zip - Conpressed Wnzip file containing 1 text file with the raw
data to be |loaded into the Hospice RPT table. The file contain data
el ements that are separated by commas.

Hospc_RPT_ALPHNMRC. zip - Conpressed Wnzip file containing 1 text file with the
raw data to be | oaded into the Hospi ce RPT_ALPHNMRC table. The file contain
data el ements that are separated by commas.



Hospc_RPT _NMRC. zip - Conpressed Wnzip file containing 1 text file with the raw
data to be | oaded into the Hospice RPT_NVRC table. The file contain data
el ements that are separated by commas.

Data Dictionary.xls - A data dictionary for the data tables in Mcrosoft
Excel format.

HOSPC _TABLES. SQL - ANSI SQL Program (non-Dat abase specific) containing the DDL
scripts to create the 3 tables that conprise the HCRI S Hospi ce Dat abase.

DESC. t xt - Text docunent containing the size of the data file zi pped and
unzi pped
and general description of the current quarter rel ease.

READVE. TXT - This readne file.

5. SET UP GUI DANCE

It is inmportant to note that the data files are not restricted for use in one
gi ven dat abase platformor even a database nanagenent systemfor that matter.
You will likely be able to use your existing tools or utilities to access

the data, given the ability of those tools to handle files up to the size

of the largest datafile and files containing data arranged in CSV or Comma
Separ ated val ue format.

Pl ease be certain to exam ne the individual datafile and correspondi ng dat abase
table structure carefully or else you may not achieve valid results or even be
abl e

to access the data. If you choose to use a relational or desktop database
managenent

system please be mndful of the sizes of the various datafiles.

6. DI SCLAI MER OF WARRANTY:

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services shall retain no responsibility for
the data recipients inability to | oad, exam ne, or otherw se use the published
data for the HCRI S system

The information in these files is subject to change, and shoul d be revi ewed for
each rel ease
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